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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Wednesday - November 20, 2002
C In the West, mild, dry weather continues to dominate the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain States, aiding

autumn fieldwork, including cotton harvests, but increasing moisture demands of emerging winter wheat.

C On the Plains, mostly dry, unseasonably warm weather continues on the northern High Plains, spurring
germination of Montana’s winter wheat but further taxing moisture reserves.  Isolated showers on the central and
southern Plains are likely having little impact on late summer crop harvests.

C In the Corn Belt, scattered rain and snow showers will begin to hamper final corn and soybean harvests in the 
upper Midwest.  Cool, dry weather supports fieldwork in the Ohio Valley.

C In the South, mild, dry weather favors cotton and soybean harvesting in the Delta and southeast.  Scattered
showers renew local delays along the southern Atlantic and Gulf Coasts.

Outlook:  The tranquil weather pattern currently dominating much of the East will gradually be replaced by increased
storminess toward week’s end.  Cold air will surge south from central Canada into the Midwest, accompanied by rain
and snow showers and strong gusty winds.  As the cold front moves to the Atlantic Coast, an area of low pressure
will develop and move northeast, bringing widespread rain and snow to the Ohio Valley, Mid-Atlantic, and New
England States.  Elsewhere, generally dry, warm weather will prevail from the Plains west to the Pacific Coast. 
The NWS 6-10 day outlook for November 25-29 features below-normal precipitation in the West, northern Plains,
and Southeast while above-normal precipitation is expected in the Great Lakes.  Below-normal temperatures are
forecast for the eastern half of the Nation, and warmer-than-normal weather is forecast for the West Coast.

Contact: Mark Brusberg, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-3508)


